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Gesher Galicia is the SIG (special interest group) for those with Jewish
roots in the former Austrian province of Galicia.  In 2007 we began a project
to create and inventory of, and obtain, cadastral maps and landowner
records held in the Central State Historical Archives in Lviv, Ukraine.
These documents shed light on the social, political, educational, legal
and religious status of these residents from the nineteenth to the mid-twentieth
century. The genealogical information is scattered in numerous fonds.
There are currently over 130 towns represented in this project with more being regularly
added.  One can search the inventory for your ancestral towns to display the status of the records and
availability of documents.  Below is an search example for Buczacz:

A “cadastre” is an “official register of the quantity, value, and ownership of real estate used in
apportioning taxes.”  When Austria acquired Galicia, in order to establish a reliable basis for land
taxation, the authorities initiated land and tax reforms that required the measurement of all land
properties in the new crownland.  The Josephine Cadastre was initiated in April 1785 and formally
ended in the fall of 1788. The Franciscan Cadastre followed in 1817, ordered by Francis I.  The
decision to include mapping as part of the cadastre meant the process would take a very long time.
Professional surveyors conducted this new survey.  During the mapping process numerous texts were
created to records information that could not be included on the map, including descriptions of the
communities, and the names of property owners, a register of house numbers and their owners, a list of
property owners and their parcels numbers, including the map sections where these parcels could be
located.


