
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston
presents

DNA and Jewish Genealogy
Bennett Greenspan of FamilyTreeDNA
Sunday, March 30, 2014, 11:00 am & 1:30 pm 

Temple Emanuel, Newton
Bennett Greenspan, president and founder of FamilyTreeDNA, will give two presentations on the use of 
DNA for Jewish genealogy research. FamilyTreeDNA is a leading resource for genetic DNA research and 
education, and genetic testing can be a valuable tool in the Jewish genealogist’s toolbox.

An optional lunch will be offered after the morning session—see details below.
11:00 am Understanding, Interpreting, and Using DNA Results   Greenspan will 
discuss the three different types of DNA tests—Y, Mitochondrial, and 
Autosomal—including what results look like, what they mean, and what to 
do next once results are received. He will explain what is typical for a Jewish 
person to see, what is not, and what the “typical” result for an Ashkenazi or 
Sephardi Jew will usually look like.
Lunch 12:30 pm  With a reservation and advance payment of $20, enjoy an 
optional kosher buffet lunch of cold cuts and vegetarian dishes catered by The 
Butcherie. Reserve at:  tinyurl.com/JGSGB-March.  Please note: the Temple 

does not permit people to bring their own food from outside.
1:30 pm Haplogroups: What are They and What They Mean for Jews    DNA testing also tells us what 
haplogroup—the branch of the tree of mankind on which one descends—we each belong to. As 
romantic as it is to presume that all our ancestors stood at Mt. Sinai, in truth only some of our ancestors 
were Jews 3200 years ago. Our haplogroup can tell us about our most distant ancestors and even give us 
an idea of when our ancestors became Jews. It may also give us clues as to where our ancestors joined 
the Jewish people. The lecture will deal primarily with Ashkenazim, both males and females.

Temple Emanuel is at 385 Ward St., Newton Centre, MA. 
For detailed directions and maps, visit our web page at www.emanuel.jgsgb.org.

Admission is free for members, $5 for non-members.                  You may come to either or both sessions.

 

The JGSGB is dedicated to helping people discover and research their Jewish 
family history. We offer monthly education programs and a comprehensive 
beginners’ course, maintain an extensive collection of research materials, and 
publish the award-winning journal Mass-Pocha.

866–611–5698 info@jgsgb.org www.jgsgb.org

Upcoming programs:
Mar 12 7:30 pm at Hebrew College, Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern on The Golden Age Shtetl 

Reservations recommended—for more information see tinyurl.com/JGSGB-HC2014
Apr 20 1:30 pm, TBA; SPOTLIGHT TALK: Phyllis & Hersch Clopper, Our Recent ShtetlSeeker Tour to 

Lithuania
May 18 1:30 pm, Daniel Soyer, Landsmanshaftn: Jewish Hometown Societies in 

the New World

l l  12:30–1:20 pm  Ask the Experts!  l l  
  12:30–1:20 pm  SIG meetings—Baltic (Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia), Poland, & Bessarabia.  

  


